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National Assessment of Educational Progress

This report describes the National Assessment of

Educational Progress (NAEP), a project designed to keep parents,
schqol officials, and policy makers abreast of the educationil
realities. Information is collected and reported at regular intervals
conterning the knowledge, skills, and attitudes of elementary and
secondary school students, NAEP has developed educational objectives
based upon ‘the consensus of conocerned citizens. Exercises written to
fit these objectives are evaluated by educators before being
administered to students. The results of each assessment are
published, and total results are summarized to indicate the relative
performance -of specific groups. By regular monitoring of students’
progress, NAEP is able to determine developing trends and potential
problems. Information about young adults, ages 21 to 25, is also g
being compiled by NAEP, which reports useful information not only to
the federal government but also to the individual states. (DWH)
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The uture exists anly 1n our IMAQINQTon
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TODAY'S ESTIMATES ... TOMORROW'S FACTS

Planning for educonon or onyfhmg else. involves the future. and
the future exists only 1N ‘our imaginanon. How vividly and
accurarely we predict it. how clearly we bring it into focus:
“ depends. in large part. an how firm a grasp we have on the past
and present. Only by knowing rhe realines of where we've been
and where we are now and whats happened in berween can we
hope to eshmate with any reosonoble accuracy where we re
heading #
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REPORTING ON THE REALITIES

.. -}
The Naronal Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) is the
only project of is kind in the nation that reports regularly on the
educational realities—the good news as well as the bad—to
parents, principals. and policy makers throughout the nation
Esrablished in 1969 by the (then) U.S. Office of Educarion, NAEP
provides a measure of how much the nations public and
independent school students and young adulrs are learning and
hcve learned.

For almost two decades, NAEP has served as the nations report
card. reqularly collecting and reporing information abour the
knowledge. skills, and artirudes of nine-, 13-, and 17-year-olds in
writing. reoding. marthematics, science, literature. art, music,
social studies, compurer competence. citizenship. gnd career and
occupational development. The NAEP dara base 1s comprised of
well over a million students.

The Narional Assessment is funded by the National Instingte of
Educanon and is administered by Educational Testing Service (ETS)
os an activity of irs Center for the Assessment of Educononol
Progress.
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“0 should 17 year olds know obout science”?
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-HOW DO YOU MEASURE THE QUALITY OF EDUCATION?

How do you measure the quality of a nations educarion? What
kinds of things should.nine-year-olds know how ro wrire? What
kinds of marenals should 13-year-olds be able to read? Whar
should 17-year-olds know abour science? Through the years, NAEP
has worked our answers 10 questions like these by developing
objectives based on the consensus of concerned citizens across the
ration. Persuading scholars, reachers. school administrarors,
physicians, lawyers, rrodespeople, business executives.
homemakers. and others 1o agree on answers 1o such questions 1s
o formidable rask. Yer dunng the lare sixties and early seventies,
rhe first objecnives for the subject areas covered by NAEP were
hammered out. reshaped. and then hammered out again by
commirntee members until consensus was finally reached. As
RalphrTyler, one of NAEPs archirects. wrote in 1965. °. . _ the

. procédure 1s designed to insure that every objecrive being
assessed i1s considered important by scholars, is accepted as an
educanonal rask by the school. and is deemed desirable by
leading lay cimizens

-
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The questions or exercises. written fo fit NAEPs objectives are
developed by having educators from all pars of the country work
with specialists ar Educanonal Testing Service. The exercises are
evaluared by educators on the bask of their academic
appropriareness. eftectiveness and freedom from bias or from
stereotyping. and their sensifiviy 1o racial, ethnic. religious or
polwical groups

The exerases spon a wide range of difficulty and are presented in
o vanety of formars. Many exercises are of the famihiar mulniple-
choice rype. others require the student 10 write essays or short
responses Some NAEP exercises are administered by

INISIVIEWEeTrS
Unnl recently the Nanonal Assessment reported information
abour £tudents learning every year Today- NAEP reporrs 1o the
nation eyery other yecr but now provides informarion by grade
{3 7 and 11) aswell as by age (? 13 and 17)
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THE NAEP SAMPLE

The Nanonal Assessment collects information from o nationally
representQlive sample of Amerncan elementary and secondary
wchools and studgents In 1983-84  the sample consisted of abour
1600 public ard non-pubiic schools and abour 100 OGO students
10 four regions of the country spanning 30 states The schools
range n size, lacation and iype from lorge urban systems o the
most remore rural one room sertings The NAEP sampte includes
students who speak hmired English und those who are funcrionally
handicapped Moreover the sampling procedures ore being
refined to gamn more accurare representanon of maor cultural
subgroups of Hispanic students sich as Puerto fucan Cuban ano
Mexican Amencarn Now too for the first ime in more than @
decade NAEP s sumpling young adults (see page 15
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NAEP Natiokal Sample of 9 Year Olds
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WHAT'S IN THE NATION'S REPORT CARD

Afrer each assessment. NAEP reporrs the resulrs for each exercise
used and summarnes of the resulrs of all exercises ro show rhe
relanve performance of particular groups (such as White or Black
students. bos or girls). Superintendents, chief stare school officers.
and other adminisrarors may ger this information categorized
according ro age. race. sex, geographic region. level of parental
educahon. rype and size of communify, and cther descriprors.
Moreover. NAEP dara are helping school administrators address
policy 1ssues concerning the prepararion and expenence of
teachers. availaulity of special programs and services. the school
chimate  quality of texrboolss. instructionCi use of computers. and
numerous other everyday realities of thes schools The results of
each assessment are evaluated in terms of how well the naton ¢
and groups of students within it are meenng cerrain objedives
established by national consensus. No individual states. schools or
students are identfied

Because it functions as the nonons report card Mmoniornng and
repormng reqgularly on rhe status of students progress NAEP 1s able
10 ponr up trends thar are taking shape and problems thai are
developing. For example. in the lost decade there were
encouraging improvements in basic reading and maremarics
skills among Black students. some disadvantaged groups and
among low achievers Declines in higher-level feading
performaonce oceurred at age 17 The largest dechines were
among the nations best students
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In science NALP found that while all three age groups reportred
greafer participation in this activity achievement by 17-year-olds
has dechned and that of 13-year-olds has neither improved nor
dechned Nine-vear-olds showed mixed resulrs

NAEP reports are not imited to informanon about academic
perforinance. As a result of a 1979-80 study. NALP reported that
among nine-year-olds. more hme spent warching felevision
tended to be positively associated with achievement (excepr for
the heaviest watchers of five hours or more). Performance among
17-year-olds improved with increasing fime spent on homework
assignrnents  Fifry-nine percent of the nine-year-olds. 72 percent
of the 13-year-olds and 75 percent of the 17.year-olds said they
spent less than one hour or none of their nme reading for rtherr
own enjoyment

Much of the National Assessment dara has 1o do with students
amitudes In recent years. for example. NAEP reported that an
increasing number of 13- and 17-year-olds were convinced thot
science cannot helo resolve the worlds problems of enerqy.
pollution food shortages. and limited natural resources. On the
other hand. Black nine-yeor-olds had a more positive amtude
about science careers than they had five years earlier
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A SURVEY OF YOUNG . JULTS

" .

Information abour young adulrs, those recently grqduated from

high school and college and beginning o enter the work force. -1s

, essential ro the narions planners. Constituting a quarter of the

/ work force and the highest proportion of te nation’s

- unemployed. young adults represent the most recent pfoducts of
our educational system who are still young enough ro Qrofir from
remediot programs. In.its first years, NAEP routinely reported on
this segmenr of the populgtion bur subsequently discontinued this
acrivity for igck of funds. Today, NAEP is active once more in this
area. drawing a lireracy profile of a representative sample of the
20 mitlion men and women of 21 to 25 throughour the nation.
The assessment is reporting on the reading, writing. and
compuranon skills (including problem solving and higher-order
reasoning) of this population and relating this informarion o
demographic. educational, culnyral, arritudinal, and orther
background dara. Ultimately, NAEP hopes ro determine the
range of lireracy levels that exists in the nanon and the
appioximare percentage of young adulrs who can funcrion®ar
each
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CONQU‘CT!NG THEIR OWN CONCURRENT
A SESSMENTS COMPARE THEIR DATA
WITH NAER'S NATIONWIDE SAMPLE.
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FEDERA:
OFHCIALY
STUNY NAEY Gind s USE NAEP RESULTS TO SEE WHAT
PR NY ST AT E SRR PROGRESS HAS BEEN MADE BY STUDENTS
TV LIS Y PRI P INVOLVED IN FUNDING. TUTORING,
TR OR OTHER SPECIAL PROGRAMS.



HOW NAEP CAN HELP

The Nanonal Assessment of Educarional Progress helbs many
different people in many different ways School! superintendents
tor example. can see from NAEP dara what progress has been
made by students involvedn funding. turoring. or other special
programs. Members of Congress and state legislarures who are
faced with crincal voning decisions use NAEP dara for background
informanon. Members of school boards use the nanonal -
objecrives established for NAEP in amving ar objectives and }
standards for learning in their own districts. Federal officials sru
NAEP dara relating achievement to school environmenr. reaching
strategies. and students backgrounds and amitudes.

The Nanonal Assessment was designed to funcnion as much for the
individuol stares as far the nanion. In addition o reporming useful
informanon NAEP hos. through the years. helped stares and
school districts within them 1o conduct thetr own assessments More
rthan 45 stares have canied our their own evaluation programs
following the NAEP model oausing NAEP services. In recent years,
states such os Wyoming and New York have conducted
ossessments concurrently with the National Assessment. This option
has enabled superintendents to compare resulrs of their distnicts
with those of the state and the nafion.

17 <U
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WHO'S IN CHARGE OF NAEP

The goveming agency of the National Assessment of Educational
Progress is the National Institure of Education. buJ decisions about
rhe scope and direction of the program are the responsibility of

the Assessment Policy Committee (APC) The APC is composed of
ourstanding representatives from the flelds of education, business,
government, journalism, and professional associations who reflect
the diversity of the nation’s population with regard ro sex, race,
‘ethnicity. and region.
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ONE FINAL THOUGHT

Planning for the future 1s always suspenseful. especially when

that future involves the education of children. The only way fo
opproach such a task is thiough careful evaluation—determining
where you are. where you've been, and where you're going. This
means knowing all the story, both the good news and the bad,
the humdrum and the headline grabbers. Only the National
Assessment of Educarional Progress provides that kind of service

.
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FOR MORE INFORMATION

If you would Iike more infosmnanon about NAEP write to
rthe Nanonol Assessment of Educanonal Progress CN 6710
Princeton. New Jersey 08541 6710. or call (800) 223-0267
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